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‘valid obligation of the:State, and: which ‘are. believed -by a large portion 
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Gentlemen of the Senate an House of- Representatives : : 
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In entering. upon the duties of the office of Governor of eae it i 
js my ‘desire to discharge the important. trust in that way that will best a 
secure and promote the happiness and prosperity of the people whohave ` aa 
committed it to my keeping.. That I may be better enabled to accom- __ 5 
plish this purpose I earnestly- solicit the confidence and co-operation of - z 
the members.of the General Assembly: While we have every. reason to Sy 
feel grateful for the abundant harvest with which we have been blessed; 
for the rapid advancement of our State in internal improvements; for. 
our freedom from internal discord; for the increased prosperity of the oe 
people, and for the prevalence of peace and good order in every locality, $ 
there are many matters of State policy that will demand our éarnest-and ; 
most serious consideration. “Prominent among these is our financial con- 
dition. ‘The fact that there are outstanding. bonds representing. some 
thirteen millions of dollars, which are claimed by the holders to be a as 
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of our pẹople to he fraudulent and. Void, has-proven a constant'source of T, 
annoyance and embarrassment, --It: has:kept immigrants fiom. our bor- 
‘ders, has engendered bad feeling Rene our citizens, and has: prevented ares 
the State from making ° ‘provision for the: ‘payment of:interéstion’ other Dake 


‘securities adinitted to be:just. ,Phe best interests of tle:people. demand Er 


that the question of thé State's Hability. for: these bonds: ‘be: definitely. set- to 
sie If they cones a just elaim, we ought to provide for their nii- 
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mate payment. If they are not a legitimate charge against the State; 
and we do not intend to pay them, common fairness requires us. to: say: 
so, aud say it in such mafner that we cannot be misunderstood... ‘Two: 
classes of these bonds, those known as the Railroad Aid and the Levee 
bonds, amounting to more than ten millions of dollars, have been. de- - 
, Clared' by our Supreme Court io have been issued without authority. of 
Jaw, and not binding upon the Staie. The remaining class, known as. 
the Holford bonds, are based upon.a claim which the authorities of. the: 
State refused to recognize when first preferred—a claim the people have. 
never admitted to be just, but upou which they have already paid all 
that, under any view of the circumsiances, vould be claimed was either 
legal or equitable. If, then, the State is not in any. way bound for the 
payment of these bonds, no dishonor can attach to us for refusing to.pay 
an unjust claim. If the people do not owe this money, public officials. 
have no right to impose a tax upon them to pay it. From the nature.of 
our republican institutions ihe question of the State’s liability must be 
finally determined by the people, either by direct vote or through their 
representatives. In a matter of this magnitude it seems to me eminently 
proper that the queson should be withdrawn from the General Assem- . 
bly and placed divecdy before the people, by submitting to them, for 
ratification or rejection, an amendment to the Constiiution, forever pro- . 
hibiting the levying of any tax for the payment of any portion of the 
Railroad Aid, the Levee or Holford bonds, or any claim or pretended. 
claim upon which they are based. The Constitution provides that'all 
property subject to taxation shall be taxed according to its value, and 
that the value shall be uniform throughout the State. Under our pres- _ 
ent system the railroad property practically escapes taxation, the, total 
amount of State taxes upon railroad property upon last year’s assess- 
ment, excluding lands, being only twenty-four hundred dollars. This is. 
a violation of the principle stated in the Constitution, and ought to be 
remedied. Every violation or evasion of the fundamental law, under 
pretense that greater good will enure thereby, will prove a snare and de- 
lusion, and in the end will work ivcalculable mischief. Some of these 
railroad corporations, however, claim to be exempt from taxation by 
their charters. This claim should be thoroughly investigated, aud if 
proven to be not well founded, should be disregarded. 

A revenue law that will compel assessors to assess all of the property - 
of the State at its true value; that will impose upon railroad property its. 
just portion of taxes, levied for the benefit of all; that will prevent tax- 
dodging; that will require prompt collection and settlement by collectors, 
and that will make it impossible for State officers to grant privileges and ` 
indulgences to collectors not authorized by the law, will, it is believed, 
enable us in a short time to pay the expenses of the government without- 
resorting to the issuance of State scrip, which has proven so disastrous - 
in the past, or borrowing money, which necessarily involves the pasmeny ; 
of interest. ' 
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Another question of- supreme importance is that of ‘ninipration; 
while all agree that every practical method ‘within the compass of our 
means should be adopted. to induce immigrants to settle in our midst, 
and invest capital, for. the development of the resources. of the State,- 
there is a diversity of opinion as to what are the most practicable and 
efficient means to bring it about. This will doubtless engage your care- 


ful attention. .I am fully persuaded, however, thai a strict enforcement ` 


of the criminal ‘laws’ a practical assurance that each citizen will „be 
protected in his life, liber ty and property; that each one entitled 
under the law can, without fear of molestation, cast an “untrammelled 

ballot, and that ‘each who is fairly elected will be instailed i in office. re- 
gardless of ‘his political views, will do much towards attracting attention 
to our State, and to induce those seeking homes to settle within our bor- 
ders. - In conformity to the oath that I shall take, I will use every power 
conferred upon me to insure protection and justice to every citizen, and 
secure to him every right guaranteed by the Constitution and laws of 
the State. In this connection it may be well to suggest the propriety of 
changing the time of holding the general election, so that it may con- 
form to that of electing members to Congress. Such a change will insure 
a full vote. for all officers, relieve the people from the excitement and 
annoyance incident to a second election, and largely reduce the expense 
of holding such elections. ee 

You may expect from the chief Executive a cordial co-operation in 
whatever means you may adopt tending to the improvement and perfec- 
tion of our system of free schools, the promotion of the State’s educa- 
tional facilities, and the fostering of her institutions of learning: Not. 
only the common schools, but the University at Fayetteville, the Normal 
branch at Pine Bluff, the Deaf Mute and Blind Institutes, should receive 
every encouragement, and such assistance as our financial resources will 
justify. Itis to our interest, and should be our pride, to educate, those 
unable to educate themselves, and we’should regard it a sacred duty to 
provide the means for the education of those who are so unfortunate as. 
to be deprived of the inestimable blessings of sight and hearing. 

The platform of the’ party receiving a majority of the votes of the 
people at the late election promised a speedy enforcement of all demands. 
due the State from every officer, person or body corporate. Whether or 
not a valid claim exists against any officer or person in favor of the State, 
is not a question for the. Executive to decide. But the interests of the 

‘State, and justice to public officials alike, impose upon every depart= 
ment of the government the duty of faithfully complying with such 
promise. The duties of the Aliorney-General relating thereto should 


be defined with such cer tainty and precision as will preclude the possi- 


bility of dispute. And all obstacles that tend to embarrass the govern- 
ment in the prosecution of such claims, or that will prevent a just and 
speedy determination by the courts of: the matters at issue, should be 
removed. 
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I have thus, gentlemen of the General Assembly, given you, more 
specifically perhaps than is customary in this character of address, my — 
views upon various questions that may be presented for your considera- 
tion.: Your wisdom and familiarity with the wants and wishes of the . 
people will enable you to judge of their importance, and take such 
course with reference thereto as will be for the best interests of the State. 
We have every reason to hope that,our State, possessing as she does, 

a delightful climate, a productive soil, ‘vast forests of timber, great 
mineral resources, and numerous springs of health-grving water, 
will, at no distant day, take high rankin the sisterhood of States. 
Let us, by our united and harmonious efforts, do all that the means at 
our command will allow to advance her to that high position, and 
secure to all her people, the humblest as well as the most exalted, the 
blessings of free government. 


JAMES H. BERRY. 


